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THE LOOKER-OWN 


NUMBER XXXII 


As the wife general views from far 
‘The progrefs of the doubtful war ; 
Sees how the approaching foe to meet; 
When to pate and when retreat ; 
Sees by what means each poft to gain 3 
Or rout him on theembattled plain ; 
So I, thro’ ftudious nights and days, 
Contrive new ways and means to pleafe 3 
Where one difguits, another try, 
And ranfack earth, and air, and fky ; 
Upheld by hope, purfue the theme, 
A candidate for public fame ; 
Write, whilft my fingers hold the pen, 
On beatt and birds ; but moft on men, 
Their various paffions, whims purfue, 
And give to every one his due ; 
Happy if fome of all my lays 

ay merit e’er fo little praife ; 
Happy if he who reads with care 
May iomething find inftrutive there. iG 


T gives me much pleafure to obferve, that my advertifement, 
though publithed fo lately, has had its deiired effect; and that 

it has already produced me fo many correfpondents, fome of whom 
I hope will prove ufeful ones.---1 would however beg leave 
Vor. XVI. 390. 
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to obferve that for the future I fhall expect all thofe who wifh to 
fee their letters in the Looker-on, will let them be much longer 
than thofe contained in my prefent number ; every letter of fuf- 
ficient length to form a paper of ‘itfelf, and I would alfo with the 
writer to prefix to it a motto beft adapted to the fubject.---There 
is nota more valuable acquifition to a young man nor to a young 
woman than that of writing well ; I mean goad fenfé, and that is 
to be acquired only by practice; every man therefore, (within the 
circle of this publication) would be doing himfelf a benefit, by 
writing fomething from time to time to be publifhed-in it; and if 
at any future period he fhould be called forth in_ vindication of 
himfelf, his friends, religion, or country, he’may blefs the time that 
firft prompted him to Write when young. Befides, when once a 
habit of compofition is acquired, it will be retained for years, and 
by practice a man’s language will be improved, and confequently 
add a greater weight to his argument. 

I would defire the ferious attention of all my readers to thefe 
obfervations. Having feveral letters before me, I fhall fill up the 
remainder of my paper with them. 





To the LOOKER-ON. 
SIR, 

I am extremely happy to: find by an advertifement prefixed to 
one of your papers, tat you intend to receive letters from thofe 
who may be difpofed to write to you. As this ithe cafe I take 
the earlieft opportunity of opening a correfpondence with you. 
The plan you have adopted I mueh approve of. It is in my opi- 
nion calculated to do a great deal of good, and will I hope anfwer 
your moft fanguine expeétation.---To proceed myfelf.---1 am, 
Sir, a widow man, bletied with a-fufficiency to live on genteely, 
and gratify any whiin or humour which may faften upon me. 
I have two daughters, finart girls, F affure you, Sir, but fometimes 
alittle obftreperous, but I now hope to Keep them in much better 
decorum than formerly, as I intend, if they do not aét juft as I hall 
think proper, to threaten_them with writing ,to the. Looker-on 
(which they read to me. every: Monday morning at breakfaft) an 
account of all their proceedings; which 'I doubt not, big will have 
a very. good-eftect on them. ter.} imtend to do,it in fuch a ffile 
and manner as they cannot aypid knowing for-whom it is meant 4 

: and 
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and I would advife all thofe who may be troubled with hufbands, 
wives, &c. who have any particular cait in their compofition, 
behaviour, &c. which they may not approve of, to give a particu- 
jar and juft defcription of them, their practices, &c. to the author 
of the Looker-on. ; 
The faid particular and juft . defcription ‘to ‘be publifhed in his 
firft paper, if approved of ; by which means the party or parties 
complained of will fee themfelves and their manners defcribed in 
print, the fhame of. which, together with the fear of being found 
out and expofed, will be of great fervice in their future. conduct 
and behaviour, and may probably make: them’ more circumfpe¢t 
for the time to come. 
I fhall be very happy to contribute towards your papers, which 
I always read, and many of them with fingular pleafure, and I may 
fay improvement.---Any thing which comes within my. ob- 
fervation worthy of notice I {hall tranfmit to you.---Withing you 
a numerous fet of valuable correfpondents. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 


re 


To the Auther of a Paper ftiled the Looker-on. 
FRIEND, 


I approve of thy intention which I find written in an advertife- 
ment, at the end of one of thy papers or lucubrations, whichfoever 
thou chafeft to call them, and if time will permit I intend to be- 
come ane of thy correfpondents. 

Interim, I remain, 
Your affured friend, 
SIMON STIFF. 





To the LOOQOKER-ON. 
SIR, 

I vow, Mr. Looker-on, you are as gooda foulas ever lived ; that 
advertifement of your’s is quite the thing, and I am determined to 
make one of your correfpondents.---Aye ! and I fhall be a valu- 
able one too---I know all the news in the country, for to tell you 


the truth there are five or fix of us girls who meet once or twice 
D2 a week 
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a week, and tell oné another every thing we know, by which means 
each acquires the’ ftock of fix---there’s for you.---I am now in 
a great hurry, to drefs fora rout, where-I expect to be highly enter- 
tained, and can only fay that 
J am, dear Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
SALLY SPRIGHTLY, 


P. S. By printing this immediately I fhall fuppofe you with me 
“to continue the correfpondence. 





Mr. LLOOKER-ON, 
8 I R; ‘a 
cy. YOUR advertifement has'’pleafed me fo much, as well as many 
others of my acquaintance, both-male and female, that I intend 
immediately to rank myfelf among your -correfpondents, who 
I dare fay will increafe daily: ‘Fo prove that I am not a man of 
words only; but that I intend to do as well as fay, I fhall fend you 
by next poft a paper for the Looker-on, which I hope you will 
caufe to be printed as foon as it arrives. Itis, Sir, the character 
of a flovenly wife, than which very few are fo bad; but as, from 
my own obfervations on the-ajteration for the worfe in the drefs 
of a woman after marriage, I believe this character is but too pre- 
valent, I would recommend to the fair part of your-readers, care- 
_ fully to. attend to it, and it may prove of infinite advantage to 
_them in their futuré conduét in life. 
"It is a devil of a thirig, Mr. Looker-on, when a man.marries a 
girlin every refpect neat and clean about herfelf, tofind her within a 
month or two inctamorphofed-into’a floven ; to a man who has 
any degree of ‘cléanlinefs, it-muft be very difgufting, and is I be- 
Jieve the ‘caufe of more matrimonial quarrels than any other 
thing.---I have put a motto to it from Moore’s Fables, and in my 
opinion very applicable.---Nof doubting But you will print it as 
foon as it comes to hand; Ifnbfcribe myfelf, Sir, - 
Your admirer and conftant reader, _ 
‘TOM ‘TRUTH, 





i To th »L OOK ER - ON, 
§ IR, 
YOUR ‘advertifemens offcret!itfelf to my: perufal very: oppor- 


tunély, and will be the means of procuring you a very extraordi- 


nary 
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nary as well as ufeful and entertaining: correfpondent.---I have, 
Sir, by continual practice attained fuch a knack of dreaming as 
is wonderful, and contrary to the dreaming of moft other people, 
mine, (of which I have already publifhed a great number):arefo 
very regular, and have fuch a chair of connection from: begin © 
ning to end, and are fo filled with fuch inftruGtion, that I-may be 
more. ufeful and dé more good afleep’ than‘awake,---I fhall rely 
entirely on you to print this as foon as received, as | intend within 
a very fhort time to fend you a fample- of my fomnific abilities, 
and I dare fay all your readers, or at leaft all thofe of them who 
ity, will be looking with an 
eager expectation for the appearance of one who will always be 
happy to ftile‘himfelf, whether dreaming or otherwife, dear Sir, 
Your friend and fervant, 


JACK DORMOUSE., 





NATIONAL AFFATIRS, 
For JUN E, = 1790. 


[From the Encuisu Review.) 


i his. 3 prominent feature of this month, in the fight of an 
Englifhman, is the diflolution of the old, and the 


CONVOCATION OF A NEW PARLIAMENT. 


The general election of Members of Parliament is faid to be car- 
ried on with unufual coolnefs and indifference. In fome inftances, 
we may prefume, experience, dearly bought, has demonftrated the 
folly of bartering independent fortune with the chance of civil 

referment, or of making a figure as an orator in Parliament. 
But this circumftance, as it is not peculiar to the prefent junc- 
ture, is not fufficient to account for the phenomenon in queftion. 
A kind of political Janguor feems to have fallen on the nation. 


~ We are unwilling to fay that patriotifm has decreafed, that 


public virtue is not as firmly rooted in the minds of our: men,of 
rank and fortune now, as towards the conclufion of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole’s adminiftration, when tie. public ‘fpirit ‘of Jahn 
Duke of Argyle, the Lord-Chancellor Hardwicke, Mr. ;Pel- 
ham, his brother the Duke of Newcaftle, Lord Harrington, the 
Earl of Stair, and others, roufed an effectual oppolition to the 


' pdvifer of a general excife, and the author of a thameful com- 


promife 
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promife with the Spaniards ; a minifter who crouched to fo- 
reign nations, and would have trampled under foot the liberties 
of Britith fubjeéts. Neither do we affirm that there is above 
half the reafon for oppofition to government now, that there 
was at that period; for, while it cannot be difguifed that Mr. 
Pitt has forgotten his maiden* zeal for a. reformation of Par- 
liament, and that he isin the high way to the eftablifhinent of 
-that dreadful engine of oppreffion which Walpole prevented by 
fairly announcing it ; it can as little be denied that he has uni- 
formly prefented, in concurrence with the unanimous voice of 
Parliament and of the nation, a manly and firm countenance to 
vour foreign enemies. We certainly do not owe thanks to Mr, 
Pitt for any folicitude about our eafe, or our enjoyment of poli- 
tical rights,and civilfreedom. But we cannot but applaud the 
feafonable countenance and fupport which he afforded to the 
Stadtholderian party, and thereby fnatched the provinces out of 
the hands of France, and threw~them intothe fcale of Britith 
affluence and national profperity and glory. In the fame fpirit 
he holds the proper language tothe court of Madrid, and pre- 
pares to repel violence, and avenge infult. Yet, although 
there is not really, as we have already ftated, above ha/f the rea- 
_fon: for oppofing miniftry in the prefent general election that 
exifted juit fifty years ago, there isnot half fo much oppofition, 
or half fo much providence and anxiety about prefent profperity, 
or, the fecurity and tranfmiffion of happinefs and freedom to 
pofterity. It were to be wifhed that, on the prefent occafion, 
Mr. Pitt were taught to know what parts of his conduct are ge- 
nerally approved, and what refented. 

In nations; as well as individuals, there is a tendency to run 
from extreme to extreme; and, agreeably to this principle, an 
alternation of activity and repofe, of éxertion and laffitude, by 
which particular objects appear more bulky, and occupy too 
‘ much attention and labour at one time, and too little at ano- 
ther. The American war, the difmemberment of the empire, 
the revolution in Ireland, political aflociations, petitions, re- 
monitrances, and {chemes of political reform: ‘Thefe formed a 
bufy period in the hiftory of Britain, and ftretched the nerves 
of her fenfibility and action to a pitch bordering on delirium. 
The fit is over, and we have funk into Janguor and. lethargic 


indifference. 


* It was on this point that Mr, Pitt chiefly infifted in his firft, or, 
as fisft {peeches are commonly called, his maiden fpeech. : 
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indifference. The fpirit of civil and political freedom, like ve- 
getation in frefh foil, glows with the greateft warmth in the 
northern divifionof this united kingdom. In Perthfhire, which 
is to Scotland what Yorkfhire is to England, the great and 
princely family* that has predominated: in that extenfive country, 
from the beginning of the prefent century, even under the covert 
of the minifterial wing, is fcarcely ableto maintain divided em- 
pire with the affertors of independence. ; 
The counties in North-Britain, by devices of a moft flagrant 
nature, founded on feudal ideas, but no lefs worthy of con- 
demnation in a moral than’a political light, are, in refpect of 
reprefentation, in a moft deplorable fituation. “The enormittes to 
which fictitious voting has given birth are almoft incredible. 
A clergyman, and a profeffor in an univerfity, accepted a fictitious 
title to vote for a gentleman to whom he had been obliged; but 
made amerit with the Scotch minifter of deferting his friend on 
the day of election ; which he did on pretence of awakened 
confcience. His treachery, it is faid, has been well rewarded. 
The late decifion of the Lord-Chancellor, on the fubject to 
which we allude, which does both him and Lord Loughborough 


the higheft honour, tends, in fome meafere, to rectify a mott 


fcandalous abufe. But, to exterminate the evil radically, requires 
the interpofition of the legiflature. It is thought that the Chan- 
cellor’s upright decifion will turn the tables againft the minifter in 
feveral of the counties in Scotland, which groaned under an op- 
preffive ariftocracy. Lord Fife, lately created a peer, had a.whole 
army of nominal eleétors at his command. 

Of all the electing bodies in Great-Britain the firft in import- 


ance is 
WESTMINSTER; 


the feat of government, of the royal family, the prime nobility 
and gentry for half the year, and fuperior to all other commu- 
nities in the kingdom, taken individually, in wealth, confe- 


_ quence, extent, and population. As people of all ranks and 


conditions are aflembled, and have an intereft and influence in 
this great city, it may be confidered, in fome meafure, as an 
index, or miniature picture of the whole nation. It is‘no wori- 
der, therefore, that the Weftminfter eleGtions are very often 


contefted with more than ordinary keennefs and violence. The 
lait 


* The Duke of Ame, 
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laft election for Weftminfter - was -expenfive to. the candidates 
even beyond the ufual.rate of expenditure: As it was found by 
experience \that the voters were pretty equally divided between 
the minifterial and anti-minifterial candidates, it, was fettled, by 
akind of tacit compaét, or, in other words, it came, without 
any formal agreement, to be underftood: that there fhould be a 
ivifion of political, pawer in.a body where there was a'divifion 
of political fentiment. Lord Hood, ‘it was underftood, was 
not to bring forward.in his hand an opponent to Mr. Fox,1or 
Mr. Fox -an opponent to Lord ;Hood. ‘There was nothing in 
this that was inconfiftent with the utmoft rectitude of intention, 
or that common fenfe, and equity, and even the principle of 
equal reprefentation.did not juitify. But.a far different con- 
ftruGtion was put on this comptomife by an, excellent citizen, 
as well asa moft acute reafoner, Mr, Horne Tooke, juftly re- 
nowned for the independence of his political principles, the con- 
fiftency .of his. political chara¢terand condué¢t, the manly vigour 
of his political, and the fubtlety of his philofophical writings 
on the fubjects of philology and univerfal grammar. ‘To that 
entleman this pajfivity on the part of the candidates, Lord 
ood and Mr., Fox, appeared in the light of a coalition ! a po- 
litical collufion, for the purpofe of monopolifing to themfelves 
the fuffrages, and confequently invading the rights of the eléc- 
tors, of .Weftmintter. - ‘There cannot be imagined a more con- 
fpicuous,proof and initance of the fafcinating power of prejudice 
and pafiens over theintelleét, thanthat the logical Mr. Horne 
fhould convert’ the very Ceflation of thofe gentlemen, from_all 
- political cabal and intrigue into a proof that. they had invaded 
the rights of the people whom they wifhed to reprefent in Par- 
liament. Is it incumbent, then, on Mr. Fox or Lord Hood, or 
have they aright to nominate a plurality of. candidates for the 
reprefentation of Weftminfter? ‘That an election may be free, 
- isit neceflary that it fhould be contefted ? and do the rights of 
electors..coniift in being courted and cajoled, entertained, ca- 
refied, decorated with the enfigns of party, flattered with vain 
hopes, and prefled and conftrained to vote for this or that can- 
didate by a degree of violence ? Would Mr. Tooke’ have the 
riots. of 1783 renewed? Of thofe riots he juftly complaiis as 
the occafions of bloodfhed and murder! When he reflects 
coolly on the fubject of all that he is now faying and doing, he 
wil] be convinced that toleave the Weftminfter electors entirely 
to themfelves, and not to tamper in the leaft with their fenti- 
iments 
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ments and inclinations, is the greateft compliment that could be 
paid to them, if they be really honeft men; and the greateft ho- 
mage done to freedom. As to the change which the new elec- 
tion will make in the balance of power in Parliament, we cannot 
yet {peak with certainty. Thisa little time will determine ; and 
we efteem it better to wait for the decifion of time than to 
hazard vague computation and conjecture. It is probable that 
new ftrength will accrue to the minifter ; for though his taxes, 
and {pies for enforcing them are vexatious, his finking-fund 
childifh and abfurd, and his tobacco excife, and the farming of 
the horfe-tax, dangerous; there is. undoubtedly a high degree of 
vigilance and a¢tivity in the minifter, and the general courfe of 
his adminiftration has been tranquil and profperous; With re- 
gard to the ftate of affairs on the 


CONTINENT OF EUROPE, 


it’ is yet uncertain whether there is to be peace or war:, The 
preparations of Pruffia correfpond to the actual force of Auftria. 
And a negociation is on foot for the eftablifhment of peace and 
good neighbourhood, the grand principle of which, it is generally 
fuppofed, is fome exchange or partition of the Catholic Nether- 
lands. At all times, but efpecially in the prefent times of -par- . 
titioning policy, it is the fmall powers, when involved in con- 
tefts in which the great alfo are engaged, that are made to pay 


the piper. 
THE BELGIC NATION 


is ftill under the guidance and fcourge of the moft malignant 
prieftcraft. Our miniftry have not yet receiveda definitive ans — 
{wer from 


a ee ee? 


That haughty nation, afraidof war, and afhamed of the condi- 
tions of peace; feeks extrication from embarrafiment, in the ar- 
tifices of negociation, and the new afpects and conjunctures of 
protracted time. 


THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 


grows daily into confiftency and form. It has lately received 
the congratulations of the ffrangers at Paris, of. alnoft all kin- 
dreds and languages, whofe deputies to the National Aflembiy 
may be confidered as deputies from the genius of human nature ; 
paying homage to that moral code, to maintain the authority of 
- Vou. XVI. 390. E which, 
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which, in the language of an elegant writer™, form the jus divinum 
of nations, The National Afiembly of France have made a great 
ftride.in their. progrefs towards the reftoration of natural equality 
and right, by theabolition of all hereditary diftinction of rank. No 
more Dukes, Counts, Marquiffes, &c. plain Monfieur from the 
beggar to the King. Nor is it certain that this fervile and flattering 
term: will long maintain its ground. If the members of the 
French Academy fhall be as complaifant to the. new govern- 
ment as they were to the old, they will difcover that Monfieur 
[my Lord] originated in times of feudal barbarity, and ought to be 
exchanged for fome appellative more becoming the dignity of 
men. 

In the debates on the abolition of different ranks, it was 
afked, what reward could the King beftow on any man who 
fhould fignalife his virtue inthe fervice, or even be the means, 
perhaps, of faving his country. It was anfwered by the Mar- 
quis de Ja Fayette, that it would be recorded in hiftory that on 
fuch aday of fucha year, fuch and fuch a man “ fignalifed his 


virtue in the fervice, or was the means of faving his country !”-- 


If fimilar ideas were entertained inthe Britifh Parliament ; if the 
royal prerogative of nobilitation were transferred from the King 
and court to the hiftorian and to virtue, the whole ceconomy of 
adminiftration would be deranged, and the ordinary courte of 
affairs fubverted. . For though honour might attend:egregious ex- 
cellence, asa body is attended by its fhadow: Howis that nu- 
merous tribe to be diftinguifhed who may: be miferably deficient 
in point of merit, and yet whom it may be the intereft of. the 
minifter to pufh forward, and whom “ the King may delight to 
honour ?”” Yet it may not, perhaps, be confidcred as wholly 
paradoxical to affirm, that there isa tendency, and even a defign, 
on the part of our miniftry to abolifh all diftinétion of rank, and to 
reftore primzval parity, byan indifcriminate advancement to the 
peerage of all who are able-and-willing to make the expected and 
ufual facrifices. 


* See Dunbar’s Effaysonthe Hiftory of Mankind. 





An AN EC DOT. E, 


@ HE venerable Doétor Courayer, well known in England, 
among the learned, lived hereto the age of ninety-five. .A- 

little before his death, dining in a family party, he ate as he liked, 
; Upon 
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(Upon the remove, anda frefh: fupply, of “what‘Lord:Chefterfieltl 
aufed to call kitchen-ituff, and cellar-{tuff, the Lady of the houfe 
afked the fage what fhe fhould help him'to. “ Oh! pardon me, 
Madam,” faid he, “ and do not tax an oldman with profanend, 
when J aflure: you, that feldom in my life have I trufted. to pra- 
widenee for a fecond courte.” 





—— 


The HISTORY of the SECOND USHER. 
ACOMIC TALE.. ‘ 


{From the Adventures of John of Gaunt, Dike of Lancafter, by 
James White, Efg. Author of Earl Strongbow; &c.] - ; 


VY father was an armourer.in the city of Coventry. Ob- 
ferving that 1 difcovered no genius for the anvil, he fent 

me to afree fchool, where I was put into Latin grammar long be- 
fore ‘I couldseven tolerably read my native tongue, At length, 
having made fome little progrefs in literature, my father took me 
home, in order to keep accounts for him, and to affift in collecting 
his. debts, which, alas! were pretty numerous; many Barons 
difdaining to pay him for their armour,.and others cruelly caufing 


‘him to mif-fpend his time in waiting in the bafe. courts, or in the 


barbicans* of their caftles: then, if haply it were a clear day, 
they would at laft come forth on horfeback, and, .as they pranced 
over the drawbridge, would condefcendingly nod at him, and cry, 
“fo, Timothy;” but not a fyllable concerning the money that 
was owing to us. 

In:fine, my father, weary of being ‘fo Timothy’d’ thus often, 
and: perceiving that his buiinefs was fait verging to the decline, 
addrefled me one day as follows : 

“ Simeon, thou art now in the ftate of manhood; it is time 
that thou fhould bethink thee of fome reputable mode of life, 
which may not only bring thee bread, but even enable thee to 
aflift thy poor father in his neceflity. I have been pondering, my. 
fon, upon thy parts and thy difpofition ; with thy merit thou 
mayeft hope to arrive at the poft of ufher in fome ancient and 
auguft houte, from which thou couldft derive a pleafant ftipend for 
the prefent, with the profpect of an afylum when thou art old and 
jnconfiderable. ‘Therefore, my fon, (taid he) accuftom thyfelf be- 

, E 2 times 


* The barbican was the outer gate, the porter’s lodge, 
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times to the pra¢tice of a becoming gravity, as well in thy {peech 
as in thy bodily demeanour,”’ At the fame time he admonifhed 
mie to nourifh 2 length of beard. 

I religioufly complied with thefe injunctions of my parent, 
Ere three months were at'an end, my vifage from. frequent exer- 
cife, had acquired a rare folemnity ; my utterance was regular and 

recife ; and, ifabeard of eleven inches can be a recommendation 
to any mortal, that recommendation was indifputably mine. 

In this guife did I repair to the caftle of Sir Percival, a vener- 
able knight of three fcore and ten, who, it was rumoured, had 
occafion for an ufher, to condu&t two youthful damfels, one his 
niece and onehis grand-daughter, the former of whom was named 
the Lady Philippa, the latter the Lady Florinda: they both are at 
prefent captives in this delicious habitation, Sir Percival was 
much ftruck with my orderly and grave afpect, and, after ftarting 

-a few queftions as to my origin“and education, admitted mea 
member of his family, I flew to my father Timothy for the 
refidue of my apparel, and for certain books of chivalry which 
I was addi€ted to perufe. My father wept for joy at the tidings 
of my eftablifhment, and out of. his fcanty treafure gave.me three 
and twenty fhillings, that 1 might not be held contemptible in the 


_eftimation of the houfehold. 


In the evening-I returned to the caftle, and was prefented by my 
patron to his niece and grand-daughter. ‘The Lady Philippa was 
in her fifteenth year; her deceaied father, a Baron of exalted 
quality, had tranimited to her a rich inheritance, which, together 
with the recoljeGion of her noble birth, had diffufed an air of 
haughtinefs over the deportment of this damfel, but which never- 
thelefs, the vivacity and rettlefinefs of her temper would on feveral 
occafions entice her to forget. Moreover, fhe was very pretty, 
and received much praife and flattery from her lovers ; a circum- 
ftance which augmented the loftinefs of her mind. 

Her coufin, the Lady Florinda, was of a milder caft of foul ; 
jefs proud, lefs beautiful, but more lovely than the Lady Philippa. 
She was in the amiable bloom of {ixteen, and poffefled fomething 
fo agreeable and bewitching in her manners, that, with not quite 
fo large a dowry, fhe had full as many adorers as her ftately kinf- 
woman. As] approached them, the Lady Philippa, to avoid of- 
fending Sir Percival, endeavoured a little to fubdue the difdainful- 
nefs of her demeanour ; neverthelefs jt was manifeft, from certaia 
fide looks, and a particular motion of her head, that fhe beheld 
me with confiderable contempt. The Lady Florinda looked arch, 
Theie 


ads eine # WE BOB eB 





“ 
=: 


‘- 


eS ae SC GS ee ee 








y {peech 
onifhed 


parent, 
it exer- 
‘lar and 
ndation 


vener- 
>d, had 
ne his 
named 
are at 
al was 
arting 
mea 
or the 
_ 
ings 
thee 
n the 


y my 
was 
lted 
ther 
ir of 
yer~ 
eral 
tty, 
uTi- 


ul 5 
pa. 
ng 
ite 
rf 
of. 
]- 
ia 
ld 
h. 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 7 


Thefe were no pleafing omens of that refpeét, and even autho- 
rity; which I had vainly hoped to enjoy. I retired fomewhat 
difpirited to my chamber ; but, foon reflecting that this reception 
might have been merely the refult of a momentary levity, I-pre- 
pared to exert myfelf with diligence in my function. © The firft at- 
tempt which I made at reformation in my youthful ladies was one 
morning, as I attended them on a vifit to a neighbouring caftle. 
The diftance being fhort, we did not ride. Now the Lady Philippa, 
when fhe walked, had a cuftom of fwinging one arm backward 
and forward, which I deemed to be rather mafculine, and unbe- 
fitting a damfel of her eftate and quality. I collected therefore 
into my countenance whatever gravity was poflefled of, and 
leaning both hands upon my ftaff of ebony, reprimanded the fair 
niece of Sir Percival in thefe words: Nothing favours more.of 
propriety, nor is withal more delightful, than a due regard to thofe 
diftinguifhing marks (of gefture and manner, I mean) which na- 
ture hath beftowed on either fex, tothe end that we might difcri- 
aminate by other exterior tokens befides that of theirattire. [Here 


I coughed a little ; my father having remarked, as a fecret in 


ufherfhip, that a fictitious cough, when feafonably introduced, 
contributes to render one both interefting and venerable, and is, as 
it were, an indication of fteady thoughts.] It is therefore, my 
Lady Philippa, continued I, that 1 would perfuade you to layafide 
that {winging of your arm, and that I recommend both to you and 
my Lady Florinda a firmer ftepin your mode of walking, inaf- 
much as-that manner of tottering on your heels imparts an un- 
feemly motion to your heads and your whole bodies, which, in my 
judgment, hath the appearance of affectation, and even of pride, 
than which nothing can be more unfuitable to your maidenly con- 
dition. For there is a difcreetnefs of air and of attitude, a-re- 
fervednefs in the very limbs as well as in the countenance, meet 
for perfons of your virgin years, and ornamental to womankind at 
any xra of their being, 

I was proceeding, inthis ftrain, when the Lady Philippa, whored- 
dened with indignation, and tofled her head until I verily thought 
it would drop off, replied abruptly, that had I known the limits of 
my office better, I would not have addrefled them in a ftyle of 
fuch authority : that the duty of an ufher was folely to attend 
at church and at vifitings, to go before them in a {tiff pofture, 
and to hand them in and out in a folemn and fubmitlive manner. 
You will conceive, brother, that this difcourfe did not fail to fur- 
prizeand mortify me, Pardon me, my Lady, cried I with fome 

emotion, 
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emotion, fuch may indeed have been the paltry and circumfctibed 
functions of the ufhers of former days,:.:: We of the prefent,age 
are intrufted with a.more onerous and important charge than that 
of being fimple gentlemen of the ceremonies. It is our’s, my. Lady, 
[this I faid witha firmiaccent] to regulate, and, as it were, prune 
away thofe indecorous excreicencies: of behaviour, if I may fo 
term them, which, in the merriment of youth, are inconfiderately 
adopted. as fo many charms and graces, though Heaven knows 
they are clearly and:deplorably the revexfe. | But this, my Lady, is 
notall. ‘To exhort, nay, to urge ye to the perufal of devout 'vo- 
Jumes, and to an indefatigable attention to embroidery and ten- 
ftitch, whereby your youthful minds would be wholefomely pre- 
occupied, and little or na room left for filly thoughts, and for un- 
fafe tendernefles towards fhewy knights of neither affluence nor 
anceftry ; this to perform, I fay, is the very fublimity of. ufher- 
thip. 3th 
By this time we had reached the manfion of our neighbour, 
otherwife I fhould:have uttered a greatdeal more; having af- 
fembled matter that was methodical and irrefiftible. But ere long 
was Ia victim to their vengeance. In the evening we returned 
to the caftle of Sir Percival. Imthis there was acircular.tower, 
containing fundry rooms, the uppermoft of which:had been allotted 
tome. Below there was an apartment in which the ladies abode, 
when they read, or fang, or plied the labours of the needle. One 
common ftair-cafe communicated with the whole, and:at night- 
time was illumined by a fingle lamp, which hung about half- 
between the top and the bottom. This lamp:they malicioufly 
(God in Heaven forgive them for it) were in the practice of ex- 
tinguiihing, as foon as the bell rang for fupper, when we quitted 
our refpective apartments, they to join Sir Percival, and I to fit 
down-to a table in the buttery, provided for the fuperior domettics. 
As the ftairs were {teep, and in many parts uneven, (it was as 
if one defcended a belfry) 1, who with the beft light found them 
dithicultand irkfome, was not a little embarrafled, nay affrighted, in 
attempting to go down in the dark. So that by the time that 
I could arrive at the buttery; the fupper was quite cold, and the 
beft bitsdevoured, For fervants hate us ufhers, inafmuch as they 
know not well in what clafsto confider us ; we being neither fer- 
vents, as they are, nor gentlemen, like their betters ; but a du- 
bious fpecies of officers, to whom they are cautious of paying 
too much refpeét, and yet afraid of fhewing too little. ‘Thete 
delays were to me intolerable. For 1 loved fomething favoury 
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for fupper ; and. thefe wicked damfels knew it, Ly intelligence 
from their waiting-women. 

Semetimes too, in order {till to heighten their revenge, they 
difpofed an old truncheon upon one of the ftairs, which, when 
trodden.on, would infailibly betray my feet, and hurry,.or rather 
launch me with fuch a perilous velocity, that I narrowly efcaped 
fracturing my members. They had alfoa favourite fox-dog, that 
was grown aged and ill-tempered ; this noxious animal they caufed 
to lie upon the ftair-cafe; fo that I, in defcending without a glim- 
mering of light, muft of neceflity put my foot on his body: 
whereupon he would bounce fuddenly with a hideous howling, 
{nap at my legs alarmingly, and often throw me down, 


(To be continued. ) 





Interefting Extraés from Travels to difcover the Source of 
the Nile, in the Years 1768, +769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 
and 1773. By Fames Bruce, of Kinnaird, Efq. 


(Continued from Page 7-) 

Me: BRUCE, having affigned his reafons for the delay‘of 
his publication, proceeds to fatisfy the reader concerning 
fome doubts that might arife in his mind, and‘acquaints him 
with that fyftem. of conduét which he found itneceffary to ob- 
ferve in Abyfiinia. He explains the means by which’ hewas 
enabled tS make his entry with importance at Courts, which to 
all ftrangers and travellers before him had been inacceffible. 
From this part of the- work we fhall felect the following ex- 
tract : 

«© In overlooking the work I have found one circumftance, 
and I think no more, which. is not fufficiently clear, and may 
create a momentary doubt in the reader’s mind; although to thofe’ 
who have been fufficiently-attentive to the narrative, I can fearce 
think it willdothis. The difficulty is, how did you procure funds 
to fupport yourfelf and ten men fo long; and fo eafily, as to enable ° 
you'to undervalue the ufeful chara¢ter of a phyfician, and feek 
neither to draw money nor protection from it ? And how came 
itthat, contrary to the ufaze of other travellers, at Gondar you 
maintained a character of independenée and equality, efpecially at 


court; inftead of crouching, ‘living: out of fight as much as 
2 '. “pofible; =~ 
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poflible, in continual fear of . priefts, under the patronage, or rather 
as fervant to {ome men of power? 

~ To ,this fenfible and well-founded doubt I anfwer with great 
pleafure and readinefs, as I would -do to all others of the fame 
kind, if I.could poffibly divine them.  Itis-not at all extraordi- 
nary that a ftranger like me, and a parcel of vagabonds like thofe 
that were with me, fh@uld get themfelves maintained, and find at 
Gondar aprecarious livelihood fora limited time. A mind ever 
fo little polifhed and inftructed has infinite fuperiority over 
barbarians ; and it is in circum{tances like thefe that a man fees 
the great advantages of education. All the Greeks in Gondar 
were originally criminals and vagabonds ; they neither had, nor 
pretended to any -profeflion, except Petros the King’s cham- 
berlain, who had been afhoemaker at Rhodes, which profeffion at 
his arrival he carefully concealed. Yet thefe were not only main- 
tained, but by degrees, and ‘without pretending to be phyficians, 
obtained property, commands, and places. 

‘ Hofpitality is the virtue of barbarians, who are hofpitable in 
the ratio’ that they aré barbarous ; and, for dbvious reafons, this 
virtue fubfides among. polifhed nations in the fame proportion. 
If, on my arrival in Abyffinia, I aflumed a fpirit of indepen- 
dence; it was from policy and reflection. I had. often thought 
that the misfortunes which had befallen other travellers in 
Abyflinia arofe from the bafe eftimation the people in general en- 
tertained of their rank, and the value of their perfons.. From 
this idea I refolved toadopt a contrary behaviour. I was going 
to a court where there was a ding of kings, whofe throne was fur- 
rounded by a number of high minded, proud, hereditary, puncti- 
lious nobility. It was impoffible, therefore, too much lowlinefs 
and humility could pleafe there. 

Mr. Murray, the Ambaflador at Conftantinople, in the firman 
obtained from the Grand Signior, had qualified me with the 


diftinction of Bey-Adzé, which means, not an Englifh nobleman. 


(a peer), but anoble Englifhman; and he had added likewife, 
that I was a fervant of the King of Great Britain. All the 
letters of recommendation, very many and powerful, from Cairo 
and Jidda, had conftantly echoed this to every part to which they 
were addrefled. ‘They announced that I was not a man, fuch as 
ordinarily came to them, to live upon their charity, but had ample 
means of my own; .andeach profefled himfelf guarantee of that 
fact, and that they. themfelves, on all occafions, were ready to 
provide for me, by anfwering my demands. + 
he 
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The only requeft of thefe letters was fafety and protection to 
myperfon. It was mentioned that I was a phyfician, to introduce 
a conciliatory circumftance, that I was above praétifing for gain. 
That all did was from thefear of God, from charity, and the 
love of mankind. I was a phyfician in the city, a foldier in the 
field, a courtier every where; demeaning myfelf, as confcious that 
I was not unworthy of being a companion to the firft of their 
nobility, and the King’s ftranger and gueft ; which is there a 
character, as it was with eaftern nations of old, to which a certuia 
fort of confideration is due. Itwas in vain to compare myfelf 
with them in any kind of learning, as they have none; mufic they 
have as little; in eating and drinking .they were indeed in- 
finitely my fuperiors ; but in one accomplifhment that came na- 
turally into comparifon, which was horfemanfhip, I ftudioufly 
eftablithed my fuperiority. 

My long refidence among the Arabs had given me more than 
ordinary facility in managing the horfe ; I had brought my own 
faddle and bridle with me, and, as the reader will find; bought my 
horfe'of the Baharnagafh in the firft days of my journey; fucha 
one as was neceflary to carry me; and him I trained carefully 
and ftudied from the beginning. The Abyffinians, as the reader 
will hereafter fee, are the worft horfemen in the world. ‘Their 
horfés are bad, not equal to our Welfh or our Scotch galloways. 
Their furniture is worfe. They know not the ufe of fire-arms 
on horfeback ; they had never feena double-barrelled gun, nor 
did they know that its effect was limited to two difcharges, but 
that it might have been fired on to. infinity. All this gave me an. 
evident fuperiority. 

To this I may add, that, being in the prime of life, of no un- 
gracious figure, having an accidental knack; which is not a trifle, 
of putting on the drefs, and {peaking the language eafily and 
gracefully, I cultivated with the utmoft affiduity the friendthip of 
the fair fex, by the moft modett, refpectful diftant attendance and 
obfequioufnefs in public, abating juft as much of that in private 
as fuited their humour and inclinations. Ifoon acquired a great: 
fupport from thefe at Court; jealoufy is not a paffion of the 
Abyflinians, who are in the contrary extreme, even to-indife 
ference. 

Befides the money I had with me, I had a credit of 400]. upon 
Youfef Cabil, Governor of Jidda. I had another upon a Tur- 
kifh merchant there. I had {trong and general.recommendations, 
if I fhould want fupplies, upon Metical Aga, Firft Minifter to. 
Vou. XVI. 390. F the 
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the Sherriffe of Mecca.--This, well managed, was enough ; bat 
whenI met my countrymen, the Captains of the Englith fhips 


from India, they added additional ftrength to my finances ; they : 


would have poured gold upon me to facilitatea journey they fo 
much defired upon feveral accounts. Captain Thornhill of the 
Bengal Merchant, and Capt. Thomas Price of the Lion, took 
the conduét of my money affairs under their direction: Their 
Saraf, or broker, had in his hands all the commerce that produced 
the revenues of Abyflinia, together with great part of the corre- 


fpondence cf the Eaft; and, byalucky accident for me, Captain . 


Price ftaid all the winter with the Lion at Jidda; nay, fo kind and 
anxious was he,as to fend over a fervant from Jidda on purpofe, 
upon a report having been raifed that I was flain by the ufurper 
Socinios, though it was only one of my fervants, and the fervant 
of Metical Aga, who were murdered by that montter, as is faid, 
with hisown hand. ‘Twice he fent over filver to me when I had 
plenty of gold, and wanted that metal only to apply it in furniture 
and workmanfhip. 1 do not pretend to fay but fometimes thefe 
fupplies failed me, often by my negligence in not applying in pro- 
per time, fometimes by the abfence of merchants, who were all 
Mahometans, conftantly engaged in bufinefs andin journies, and 
more efpecially on the King’s retiring to Tigre, after the battle of 
Limjour, when I was abandoned during the ufurpation of the un- 
worthy Socinios. It was then I had recourfe to Petros and the 
Greeks ; but more for their convenience than my own, and very 
feldom from neceffity. ‘This opulence enabled me to treat upon 
equal footing, to do favours as well as to receive them. 

Every mountebank trick was a great accomplifhment there ; 
fuch as making fquibs, crackers, and rockets. There was no 


{tation in the country to which, by thefe accomplifhments, I might ' 


not have pretended, had I beenmad enough to have ever direéted 
my thoughts that way; and I am certain thatin vain I might have 
folicited leave to return, had not a melancholy defpondency, the 
amor patria, {eized me, and my health fo far declined as apparently 
to threaten death; but I was not even then permitted to leave 
the Abyffinian country till under a very folemn oath I promifed to 
return. 

This manner of conducting myfelf had likewife its difadvan-. 
tages. ‘Lhe reader will fee the times, without their being pointed 
out to him, in the courfe of the narrative. It had very near oc- 
cafioned me to.be murdered at Mafuah ; but it was the means of 
preferving me. at Gondar, by. putting me above being infulted or, 
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queftioned by Priefts, the fatal rock upon which all other Eu- 
ropean travellers had fplit: it would have occafioned my death at 
Senaar, had I not been fo prudent as to difguife and lay afide the 
independent carriage in-time. Why fhould I now not {peak as 
I really think; or why be guilty of ingratitude which my heart 
difclaims ? I efcaped by the providence and protection of Heaven ; 
and fo little ftore do t fet upon the advantage of my own ex- 
perience, that I am fatisfied, were I to attempt the fame journey 
again, it would not avail mea {traw, or hinder me from perifhing 
miferably, as others have done, though perhaps ina different way.” 
(To be continued.) ; 





- REMARKS on the STUDY of HISTORY, 


By Dr. PRIESTLEY. 


. T ftudy of hiftory is more or lefs the employment of all 


perfons of reading and education. ‘This was, indeed, the 
earlieft ufe that was made of letters. For the moft ancient poems 
were almoft entirely hiftorical ; and verfe was firft cultivated in 
preference to profe (which feems to be the moft natural vehicle of 
hiftory) as the beft, becaufe the moft fecure method of tranfmitting 
to pofterity the knowledge of paft events. Inall ages the writing 
of hiftory has employed the ableft of men of all nations; and-to 
this day hardly any writer enjoys a greater, a more extenfive, and 
what will probably be a more lafting reputation, than a good hif- 
torian. 

The infinite variety there is in the fubje& of hiftory, makes 
it inviting to perfons of every difpofition. It may be either 
trifling or ferious. It fupplies materials with equal eafe and equal 
copioufnefs for the fallies of mirth, and the graveft difquifitions-of 
philofophy. As every thing comes under the denomination of 
hiftory, which informs us of any fact which is too remote in time 


. or place to be the fubject of our perfonal knowledge ; it is calcu- 


lated for the ufe of perfons of both fexes, and of men of all ranks 
and of all profeffions in life. Becaufe it cannot be prefumed that 
a perfon. of any profeffion, or in any fituation, can, of himfelf, 
come at the knowledge of every fact which it is for his advantage 
to be acquainted with. : 
Hiftory is fo connected with, and effential to, all kinds of know- 
ledge, that the moft fuperficial effay upon any fubject whatever is 
hardly tolerable, unlefs fome kind of hiftorical facts be introduced 
e- 8 Pa ’ or 
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or alluded to in it. The neceflity of facts to moral writers, or 
thofe who would write upon the theory of human nature, I need 
not mention. And certainly no perfon can be a good divine, 
much lefs undertake to difpute with unbelievers, unlefs he be well 
acquainted with hiftory, civil as well as ecclefiaftical, Indeed, 
more than half of the books in fcripture are hiftorical. And as 
all the prophecies of both the Tecftaments muft be verified by 
hiftorical facts, none but a good hiftorian can be a judicious com- 
mentator upon fuch important parts of the facred writings. 

Befides, an acquaintance with hiftorical facts is agreeable to us 
as fociable and converfable creatures ; fince it may be confidered 
as ameans of extending the power of converfation, and making 
the dead of the party equally with the living. Indeed, as things 
are circumftanced, the dead contribute more to gratify our natural 
and eager curiofity to be informed of paft and remote tranfactions , 





————. 


A QUESTION, fy T. Davis, of Mr. Whitcombe’s Schoal, in 
Plymouth, 


GIVEN x*-=-x‘z!= 1573,5, 
x*4Xx°Z*= 5245, 
Required the value of x and z, 





— — 


Anfwer, by D. Robarts, of St. Columb, to Phocion’s Enigma, inferted 
March 29. 


Cee, o’er with plagues and ftrife 
Is this ftage of mortal LIFE. 

*{* We have received the like anfwer from R. Tucker, of 
Broadwinfor ; and J. Collins, of Uffculm, 





Anfuer, by F. Whiteway, of Dartington, to Fuventus’s Rebus, ins 
ferted April 12. 
pe the initials, then] found, 
That bold ACHILLES they’d expound, 





4 CHARADE, by Fidelio, of Bath. 
M* firft doth pleafe the toper well; _ 


The next protects you thro’ the year 
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Thefe parts connected right will tell 
What Kings have not difdain’d to wear. 





4n ENIGMA, by Mary Bacon, of Bridgewater. 


Te ether bright °tis faid I fteer’d my courfe, 
Towards the holy place of God’s abode ; 
Tho’ not by rude compulfion or thro’ force, 

But thro’ the affiftance I received from God. 


Thro’ clouds obfcure, and wond’rous regions wide, 
I pafs’d fecure, free from all doubt or care; 

Yea in acar that man did ne’er provide, 
And hidden manna was my ufual fare. 


Be not furpris’d, good friends, if I now tell, 
That death’s grim phiz I never did behold ; 
Wor ever felt the burning pains of Hell, 
But I have view’d the throne that fhines with gold, 


Toancient fages I was known full well, 
_ And with thofe righteous men I’ve often been ; 
Unto the Ifraelites did wonders tell, 
When ftubborn Jews againft the Lord did fin. 


Ingenious bards are thofe I afk to tell, 

‘This creature’s name, and car wherein he rode, 
The riddle then will fure be anfwer’d well, 

Nor fhallI think the pains were ill beftow’d. 


HOKIOKIAO OOOO ORR IR HORII E 
*,* We earne/ftly requeft our Correfpondents to be ntore careful to 
render the different Produétions they fend correct, that we may, not be 
obliged to leave them out on Account of their Want of Merit.--We 
would alfo caution the Writers of apts Rebuffes, Charades, 
Queftions, Sc. againft fending any but fuch as are original. 
yatt The Lines on Content are borrowed from Cotton’s Vifions in 
erje. 
\t\| Our Correfpondents are re wghed to objerve that it is ex- 
petted they fhould pay the Poftage Ae their Letters, and that otherwife 


they will not fee what they fend inferted, 
Ve POETRY. 
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Th MAGDALENS: ME tecy. 


Now publifhed on Account of its being applicable to the MAGDALEN 
HosPitat now eftablifring at Briftol. 


Hy ! kneeling at yon rail, with penfive air, 
A num’rous train of fuppliant nymphs I fpy : 
Their youthful cheek is pal’d with early care, 

And forrow dwells in their dejected eye. « 


Hark ! they attune a folemn plaintive lay, 
Where grief with harmony delights to meet : 
Not Philomela from her lonely fpray 
Thrills her clear note more queruloufly fweet, 


The finiling fcenes of pleafure they forfake, 
Obey no more amufement’s idle call, 

Nor, mingling with the fons of mirth, partake 
The treat voluptuous, or the feftive ball. 


Yet beauty lingers on their mournful brow, 
Unwilling to forfake the tear-dew’d cheek, 

Which, fcarcely blufhing with a languid glow, 
Partakes a foftnefs delicately meek. 


Let not the prude with actimonious taunt, 
Upbraid the humble tenants of this dome, 

That pleafure’s rofy bow’r they us’d to haunt, 
And in the walks of Joofe-rob’d dalliance roam, 


If, fond of empire, and of conqueft vain, 
They frequent votaries to their altars drew, 

Yet blaz’d thofe altars to the fair one’s bane, 

The idol they, and they the victim too ! 
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Some in this facred manfion may refide, 































— Who loft their parents in their infant years, 
Tmt % And, haplefs orphans ! trod without a guide, 


The maze of life, perplex’d with guileful fnares, 


Some, that encircled by the great and rich, 
Were won by wiles and deep, defigning art, 
By fplendid bribes, and foft, perfwafive fpeech, 
Of pow’r to cheat the young, unguarded heart. 


Some on whom beauty breath’d her choiceft bloom 

Whilft adverfe ftars all other gifts remov’d, 
PALER Who fled from mis’ry anda dungeon’s gloom, 
To fcenes their inborn virtue difapprov’d. 


What tho’ their youth imbib’d an early ftain : 
Now gilded by the rays of new-born fame, 

A fecond innocence they here obtain, 

: And weeping penance heals their wounded name. 


So the young myrtles nipp’d by treach’rous cold 
(While ftill the fummer yields his golden ftore) 
In fhelt’ring walls their tender leaves unfold, 
And breathe a fweeter fragrance than before. 


Tho’ white-wing’d peace protect this calm abode, 
Tho’ each tumultuous paffion be fupprefs’d, 
Still recollection wears a {ting to goad, 
Still keen remorfe afflicts the confcious breatt. 


The tort’ring hour of mem’ry this may prove, 
To her, who wrapp’d in fecrefy forlorn, 

Sits mufing on the pledges of her love, 
Expos’d to chilling want, and grinning fcorn. 


Left by their father in the time of need, 
Juft in the unfolding blofiom of their age ! 

“ Was this, feducer, this the promis’d meed ?” 
She cries: Then finks beneath affliction’s rage. 


Another mourns her fall with grief fincere, 

Whom tranquil reafon tells, the’s fhunn’d, difdain’d ; 
Repuls’d as vile by thofe who held her dear, 

Who call’d her orice, companion, fifter, friend, 
That 
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That recollects the day, when loft to fhame, 
She fondly facrific’d her veftal charms ; 

Refign’d the virgin’s for an harlot’s name, 
And left a parent’s for a fpoiler’s arms. 
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Imagination pencils to her mind 
he father’s rage, and mother’s fofter woe : \ 
Unhappy pair! to that diftref$ confign’d 
A child can give, a parent only know. 


The dreadful picture fixes forrow’s dart, — 
Fond filial paffions in her breaft revive : 

She feels keen anguifh preying at her heart, 
To nature’s pangs too fenfibly alive. 


If this, or fimilar tormenting thought, 
Cling to their fouls when penfively alone : 
For youth’s offence, for love’s alluring fault, 
Say, do they not fufficiently atone ? 


O mock not then their penitential woes, 

Thou, who may’ft deign to mark this humble theme, 
Nor feek, with foul derifion, to expofe, 

And give to infamy their tainted name ! 


Nor deem me one of melancholy’s train, ; 
If anxious forthe forrow-wedded fair, | 
(Tho’ little fkilful of poetic ftrain, 





Whofe pleafing mufic takes the tuneful ear) vt 

I {teal impatient from the idle throng, , me 

The roving, gay companions of my age, He 

To temper with their praife my artlefs fong, fig 

And foft-ey’d pity in their caufe engage. in 

ini 

’Tis virtue’s tafk to footh aMiction’s fart, wi 
To join in fadnefs with the fair diftreft } 

Wake to-another’s pain the tender heart, fo 

And move to fympathy the feeling breaft. cc 

y‘ 

a 

ON INDIFFERENT POETRY. ,; ‘ 


Fo mediocrity in poems now, 
Nor men, nor gods, nor letter’d pofts allow. 





